
 

2019-2020 10 Honors English Summer Reading Assignment 

Records indicate that you are registered for 10 Honors 

English for next year. This summer work is required 

for this class. Please make sure you are able and willing 

to complete this assignment if you plan to take the class.  

 

Welcome to 10th Honors English!  I hope you are up for a 

challenging and productive year. This class requires a great 

deal of reading outside of class (usually two novels or 

plays per term, plus many additional informational texts), 

as well as a great deal of formal and informal writing.  

Much of the class focuses on class discussion and activities 

based on the texts we read. You will be expected to come 

to class each day having completed the assigned reading or 

homework, ready and willing to analyze, discuss, and 

thoroughly engage in the ideas and skills needed for rich 

learning. Late work and extra credit are not options for 

survival in this class.  

The Summer Reading Assignment 

In preparation for our reading of Shakespeare's Julius 

Caesar, you will read “The Life of Caesar” and “The Life 

of Brutus” by Plutarch. Caesar and Brutus are the two most 

prominent characters in the play and Shakespeare bases his 

telling of the story primarily on Plutarch’s accounts.  

Where to find them: The articles can be found in PDF form 

on Mr. Sutherland’s blog at: 

suthys10honorsenglish.blogspot.com 

or on Mrs. Harker’s web page at:  

 
https://timpview.provo.edu/faculty-staff/teacher-

directory/harker-alex/  

 
You will need to print them off and put them in a folder or 

binder to keep them in good condition.  

How to read: The readings are challenging because they 

are full of historical references that are probably unfamiliar 

to you. We are reading them because they are an excellent 

preparation for reading Julius Caesar—our first read of the 

year. We will use the readings as a springboard for 

understanding the motivations behind Caesar’s 

assassination and the intense conflicts that followed.  

As you read, do not get too uptight about grasping 

historical details. Plutarch calls his accounts “lives” 

because he tries to convey the essence of the man and the 

core of his legacy, as opposed to just relating historical 

events.  So focus on information that seems to define the 

legacies of Caesar and Brutus. 

Annotating: You are assigned to highlight or underline 

important passages. How do you know what is important? 

The readings are broken into small sections for which you 

will find questions and comments in small boxes. Those 

questions and comments will give you specific things to 

look for as you read. In addition to highlighting or 

underlining, you need to make notes in the margins, or 

using post-it notes, that summarize, identify or comment on 

important passages. The goal is for you to "own" the 

readings by making your own thoughts and interpretations 

stand out in your notes and highlighting.  

Read thoroughly: We recommend at least two readings of 

each article. You will find that on your second reading 

your comprehension is much higher. Do not read them at 

the beginning of the summer and assume that when school 

starts you will remember everything you read. You should 

either read them closer to the beginning of school so they 

are fresh on your mind or plan to give them a second 

reading at that time. 

Start of the year: We will begin the year on the assumption 

that you have read, annotated, and have a good 

understanding of the summer reading. Make sure you show 

up the first day of school with the reading completed so it 

is obvious you are prepared to contribute. There will be a 

test on the reading early in the term. 

There will be more than one teacher for 10 Honors 

English, but this summer reading is for all 10 Honors 

English students. If you have questions, please contact 

Mr. Sutherland at davidsut@provo.edu or Mrs. Harker 

at alexandrah@provo.edu. 
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